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GLOBAL EDUCATION AS A NEW CONCEPT OF THE 

LEARNING PROCESS 

 

EDUKACJA GLOBALNA JAKO NOWA KONCEPCJA PROCESU 

UCZENIA SIĘ 

 

 
Abstract 

This study aims to explore a theoretical basis of global education. The author notes that 

it is sensible to motivate and equip pupils and students with the knowledge, skills, abilities 

needed to create a positive global attitude. A key condition is to create a system-wide 

view of the world. 
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Streszczenie  

Niniejszy artykuł ma na celu zbadanie teoretycznych podstaw edukacji globalnej. Autor 

zauważa, że rozsądne jest motywowanie i wyposażanie uczniów i studentów w wiedzę, 

umiejętności, zdolności potrzebne do stworzenia pozytywnej postawy globalnej. Kluczo-

wym warunkiem jest stworzenie ogólnosystemowego obrazu świata. 
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Statement of the problem in general outlook and its connection with im-

portant scientific and practical tasks.  

 
It is sometimes possible to ponder how 

wonderfully are life, men’s activities and 

abilities integrated into the functioning of 

the whole world. Also, inner world bound-

aries grow on a global scale. But what is 

there to be done for the benefit of all peo-

ple? How is it possible to enhance the soci-

ety? Where to seek the resources to imple-

ment the modern plans aimed at the devel-

opment of society? And how to lead the 
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new generation to ensure that this genera-

tion would be in good hands? 

The answer is a study which presumes the 

responsibility for collaborative integration 

into global education thinking. Hopefully, 

it will at least to some extent contribute to 

the development and enhancement of civi-

lization. 

 

Analysis of latest research where the solution of the problem was initiated.  
 

The problem specified in the title was stud-

ied in the Czech and Slovak Republics by 

such researchers as, among others: J. Ko-

tásek (2003); V. Hoffmanová (2003); B. 

Kosová (1996); G. Pike and D. Selby 

(1994). 

 

Aims of paper. Methods 

 
The aim of the research is positive resolv-

ing global problems and the necessary shift 

of values. 

A descriptive methodology and obvious 

manifest content of textual communication 

which explicitly expresses the nature of the 

researched text were used. 

 

Exposition of main material of research with complete substantiation of ob-

tained scientific results.  Discussion.  
 

Globalization of the society, learning so-

ciety 

Globalization is a phenomenon considered 

to be part of the most modern history of 

mankind. At the same time as the number 

of activities and fields of study influenced 

by the global world has been growing, more 

and more people have become a part of the 

globalization process. People have become 

accustomed to living in a global world and 

subconsciously count on the globalization 

process, because of its influence on envi-

ronment, employment, inflation, taxes, 

prices, survival of extinct species, multime-

dia, magazine, book and film topics, chang-

ing role of women and men, lifestyle, well-

being and visions about future. The modern 

image reduced the world in size. Various 

travel connections reduced the time and dis-

tance separating countries from an eco-

nomic, social and political point of view 

(Hoffmanová V., 2003, p. 3). 

New technologies have reached the outer-

most regions of the world. The basic condi-

tions for today’s movement of goods, capi-

tal, and services have been based on the dis-

tance reduction and movement of people. 

The connectedness of the contemporary 

world is felt by young people through the 

environment, fashion and modern culture, 

spread of drugs, electronic media. Un-

doubtedly, those aspects seem to place the 

whole world in the “common denomina-

tor”.  

Nevertheless, globalization is an inevitable 

and indisputable process. Even though 

there are certain threats entailed, they are 

more linked to the human’s willingness to 

copy foreign patterns instead of creating 

own and unique values (Hoffmanová V., 

2003, p. 4). It is known that science despite 

the progress will never be able to clarify 

everything. It seems as even with bearing 
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the best intentions, it is impossible to esti-

mate man’s limits. Globalization is too fast 

and it is necessary to be cautious. 

It applies to all of the processes by means 

of which all people are integrated into one 

global society. Globalization is evident 

mainly in the following four dimensions: 

1. the spatial dimension – economic, so-

cial, ecological, tourist connectedness 

of the world 

2. the temporal dimension – represents the 

worldwide speed of communication, ac-

celeration of changes, demands on the 

global decision-making process and 

their consequences. “Act locally, think 

globally” has become a slogan of global 

education. 

3. the human-potential dimension – on one 

hand, everyone is everyone’s “neigh-

bor”, on the other hand, a feeling of 

helplessness when it comes to changing 

the direction of the world or handling 

the load of information is present. 

Therefore, the global education is 

needed to ensure the balance between a 

man and the world, use the opportuni-

ties brought by the globalization, mini-

mize the negative influences and to 

make sure that the planet’s needs and 

rights are the needs and rights of every 

individual. 

4. the issues dimension – the problems of 

the Earth are systematic, represent a 

threat to people, and some even are a 

threat to life on the Earth as a whole, for 

instance, global pollution, poverty, 

wars, international crime, drugs, unem-

ployment, nutrition, etc. (Zelina M., 

2000, p. 100). 

A few decades ago a concept of the learning 

society was created (Husén, T: The Learn-

ing Society, London, Methuen, 1974). The 

idea appealed to many individuals in top 

positions, politicians, and industrialists. It 

reasoned that learning could be the key to 

solving contemporary economic, political 

and social problems. At first, Husén’s defi-

nition did not provide a new understanding 

of similar approaches. It was originally pre-

sumed that the learning society would be-

come the type of civilization in 2000. Some 

of the traits of this society include: 

- “ability” to learn is the main tool to re-

ceive any status, and not the inheritance 

or social factor, 

- technologies contribute to the progress 

regarding the knowledge transfer, 

- equal rights for all especially using ex-

tending formal education facilities, 

- generation gap diminishes by giving ac-

cess to young people to decision-mak-

ing powers, 

- the role of professional experience and 

knowledge grows in the way that soci-

ety becomes self-aware. 

These ideas were interpreted as a positive 

utopia, modern myth and a new model of 

education (Hoffmanová V., 2003, p. 27). 

The basis of the learning society is to create 

a better world. The working society tends to 

become the learning society meaning that 

work is being replaced by learning as a pre-

dominant value (mainly because of work-

ing time reduction, aging, long-term unem-

ployment). In contrast to other utopias fo-

cusing on manipulation and social control, 

the learning society is the first utopia taking 

into account the learning potential. From 

this point of view, lifelong learning is con-

sidered as a binding concept, main princi-

ple, and ideology. 

The idea of the learning society is sup-

ported and substantiated by many authors. 

The arguments are the following: 

-  importance and methods of teaching 

are in the center of politics, 

- existence of various forms of education 

including unconventional programs es-

tablished by unofficial institutions and 

informal education, 
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- people grow into the massive learning 

society united by shared moral and civic 

values, 

- learning represents the only criterion for 

social and professional advancement, 

- an individual is perceived as an agent of 

self-development and active participa-

tion in the public sphere, 

- a learner, concerning others, guarantees 

shared citizenship, responsibility, mu-

tual understanding, cooperation and de-

cision-making based on mutual agree-

ment.  

For this reason, three models have been in-

cluded: 

1. The learning society lies in the social or-

ganization favorable to learning and 

self-development. The learning society 

= social capital + human capital = eco-

nomic prosperity. 

2. The learning society brings a new social 

meaning where the collective goals are 

in tune with individual goals.  

3. The learning society attempts to extend 

informal education, especially regard-

ing the middle class. The emphasis is 

being shifted from education and train-

ing towards the learning of individuals 

and organizations without a big in-

volvement of the state. 

The learning society represents a new type 

of society where the education of citizen-

ship and coexistence plays the biggest role 

(Hoffmanová V., 2003, p. 28).  

Global education 

Global education is a very new concept of 

the education process. Its general aim is to 

prepare learners for life in the 21st century.  

It might be implemented by: 

1. Developing the personality of learners 

as a whole (not only intellectual, but 

also motivational, emotional, psycho-

logical, physical aspect) 

2. Understanding the global nature of the 

world and the role of learners in it. The 

mass media development causes the 

world to become a global place. 

The role of global education is to motivate 

and equip learners with knowledge, abili-

ties, skills, and attitudes necessary for crea-

tive global problem-solving. The key is to 

create a systematic view of the world. 

If global problems of mankind are posi-

tively solved, the shift of values is crucial: 

From the promotion of quantity (more) to 

promotion of quality (better), 

from the principle of independence to the 

principle of connectedness, 

from the control over nature to live in har-

mony with nature 

from competitiveness to cooperation, 

from technology domination to social jus-

tice and equality, 

from the perception of work as a necessity, 

duty and something hard to the perception 

of it as self-realization, self-satisfaction and 

added value ( Pike G., Selby D., 1994, p. 

34). 

The shifts in the value system are consid-

ered as aims of global education. Authors 

Pike and Selby provide the following global 

education aims. 

Students should:  

- acquire the ability to think in a system´s 

mode, 

- acquire an understanding of the system-

atic nature of the world, 

- acquire a holistic conception of their ca-

pacities and potential, 

- recognize that they have a worldview 

that is not universally shared, 

- develop receptivity to other perspec-

tives, 

- acquire an awareness and understanding 

of the global condition and global de-

velopments and trends, 

- develop an informed understanding of 

the concepts of justice, human rights, 

and responsibilities, 
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- develop a future orientation in their re-

flection upon the health of the planet, 

- develop social and political action 

skills, 

- learn that learning and personal devel-

opment are continuous journeys with no 

fixed or final destination, 

- learn those new ways of seeing the 

world are revitalizing but risky ( Pike 

G., Selby D., 1994, pp. 301-303). 

The key principles of the global education 

are: harmony of a content and form, imple-

mentation of various perspectives, balance 

of emotional and rational components of 

the education process, orientation towards 

long-term results of the education process, 

positive attitude towards oneself and others, 

dynamic and creative cognitive learning 

process, cooperative approach of experi-

ence-based learning. ( Pike G., Selby D., 

1994, p. 53). 

The content consists of self-awareness, sys-

tems, progress, environment, peace and 

conflicts, rights and responsibility, alterna-

tive visions, work with information, per-

sonality development, human relations, 

feedback, creativity, positive self-esteem, 

appreciation of others, respect towards law 

and rights, attitude towards the world. ( 

Pike G., Selby D., 1994, pp. 305-312). 

The content and global education as a 

whole should be implemented in all sub-

jects. 

The global education should be mainly en-

acted through teaching and learning meth-

ods, such as didactic games, situation-based 

learning, role plays, case studies, heuristic 

and exploring methods. The most effective 

learning happens when the methods are 

used in the cooperative education process. 

It is crucial to positively motivate students 

and create a trustworthy and nurturing en-

vironment where learners experience safety 

and security, are not afraid to express their 

opinions (sometimes even wrong opinions), 

cooperate, take ownership of the shared 

work.  

The important component of global educa-

tion is so-called direct experiences includ-

ing practicum, field trips and involvement 

in projects.  

The normative assessment is preferred. Be-

sides, various learners’ skills are evaluated 

with oral assessment domination. Self and 

peer-assessment are widely used.  

Within the framework of global education, 

teachers are expected to meet new require-

ments: 

1. Teachers should tackle the problems 

from the global and not ethnic or na-

tional points of view. 

2. Teachers should introduce learners to 

the diversity of various cultures. 

3. Teachers perceive themselves as those 

who allow learners to reach the conclu-

sions and individual approaches on their 

own. 

4. Teachers emphasize a balanced devel-

opment of all components of learners’ 

personality. 

5. Teachers believe in the potential of their 

learners. 

6. Teachers use different methods, ap-

proaches and material resources for the 

education process. 

7. Teachers perceive learning as a lifelong 

process. 

8. Teachers respect the rights of others. In 

the classroom, ownership for the deci-

sion-making is evenly distributed. 

9. Teachers show learners the connection 

between various subjects. 

10. Teachers try to involve every learner in 

the life of the local community. 

In the current modern and fast world, there 

has been a greater demand for abilities re-

lated to the personality of an individual. 

Their actions are tested on every corner. 
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Therefore, there has been an ongoing de-

bate about how an education process can ef-

fectively prepare a learner for a new reality. 

The role of a teacher is crucial for the edu-

cation process – this profession is more 

than just a job; it is a mission. The real 

learning can take place only through a ho-

listic, global approach of a teacher. This ap-

proach is defined by healthy self-esteem, 

belief in the potential of others to learn and 

think independently, tolerance, awareness 

of one’s mistakes and ability to learn from 

them. Consequently, the teacher develops 

the confidence of the learners in a relaxed, 

creative atmosphere, establishes an open re-

lationship with the learners, acutely reflects 

on the learners’ emotions. Creativity and 

critical thinking are much more important 

than facts and the ability to memorize in a 

real-life setting. By teaching, teachers com-

municate a life message.  

The future development of education 

Based on the analysis of OECD the future 

of education is presented in the form of 

models that are supported by parallel trend 

analyses of technology and economic pro-

gress, changes in society and life-manage-

ment principles. The scenarios are based on 

the premise that not one but more and di-

verse pathways lead to the future. To make 

it possible to think about them, it was nec-

essary to focus on a few foundational mod-

els. The role of the education policy is to 

find ways how to combine what is feasible 

and desirable together so that the wishes of 

the society are fulfilled ( Pike G., Selby D., 

1994, pp. 107-110).  

Schools of future: scenarios and models 

Scenarios are based on the three basic vi-

sions of future education which correspond 

to the fundamental logic of individuals and 

society: to preserve, develop, and reduce. 

The first vision assumes a continuation of 

the current state. The second vision is based 

on the premise that political, economic, so-

cial and cultural circumstances will lead to 

reinforcement of education as an irreplace-

able institution in society. The third vision 

presupposes education’s weakening and 

eventual decline.  

The scenarios have not been based on the 

specific schools but rather on a predomi-

nant school model in a developing educa-

tion system (Kotásek, J., 2003, pp. 9-18).  

Scenario 1: Maintaining strong bureaucrat-

ically-managed education systems and pre-

serving a traditional school model 

This scenario is based on an assumption 

that current education systems are charac-

terized by strong features of bureaucracy 

and pressure to conformity. The mandatory 

schooling is extended and more certificates 

are needed for the next phase of life. The 

great emphasis is placed on the improve-

ment of educational programs. Regarding 

the internal organization of schools, more 

learners are part of a class led by one 

teacher. The educational policies and deci-

sion-making are in the hands of government 

bodies. It can be assumed here that teachers 

continue to have the status of a public serv-

ant. 

In conclusion, maintaining the current state 

of education could be understood as a way 

to protect it from the total decline due to the 

lack of public support and political will.  

Scenario 2: The widespread application of 

the market model in the education 

According to this scenario, the government 

supports private entities providing educa-

tional services and individual study pro-

grams. In conclusion, privatization leads to 

individual learning and extended home-

schooling.  

Scenario 3: Schools as the main centers of 

the social life of municipalities 

In this scenario, schools are recognized as 

community institutions. The school of this 

type is highly dependent on the support of 
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groups with a higher level of education. 

Also, schools are autonomous institutions 

regarded as a tool to the goal-directed for-

mation of social capital, partnership, and 

solidarity. The school becomes a strong and 

creative institution.  

Scenario 4: Schools focused on learning 

management 

This scenario presupposes the school’s self-

improvement, increased public funding us-

ing more resources. The bigger emphasis is 

placed on teamwork and management qual-

ification of personnel. The country-wide 

structure remains firm. The central support 

system focusing on schools and communi-

ties with the weakest social resources stays 

strong as well. The scenario develops as 

highly desirable. 

Scenario 5: Learning in the condition of in-

formation networks 

According to this scenario, the pressure of 

social groups using the newest technology 

grows. Additionally, access to the internet 

widens. Learning does not take place in 

schools and it is not guided by teachers. As 

a result, the position of the school is weak-

ened and childcare is in the center of atten-

tion. In this manner, the individualization of 

learning takes place. Regarding the sce-

nario, the question arises to what extent it is 

feasible and sustainable. In conclusion, it 

recalls the return of the 18th and 19th cen-

turies complemented by the internet. 

Scenario 6: The decline of education due to 

the lack of interest in teaching 

This scenario can become a reality as a re-

sult of 4 factors: 

a) Critical aging of teachers 

b) Long-term recruiting and retaining 

skilled teachers 

c) Financial unbearability of wages in-

creases and expansion of teaching staff 

due to the abundance of teachers 

d) Despite the success of the actions taken, 

the visible improvement only comes af-

ter some time 

Previous requirements on educational pro-

grams and standards will be loosened. This 

will mainly concern the schools and sub-

jects affected by the lack of qualified teach-

ing staff. Regarding schools as centers of 

the social life of municipalities, they are 

considered as an addition rather than an al-

ternative. According to a survey looking at 

the demand of those school models, the 

market model and using information net-

works received little support. The survey 

aimed to link the catastrophic scenario of 

crisis in the teaching field to other scenarios 

and to warn against the dangerous educa-

tion decline. The published scenarios of 

school education can be considered as one 

of the paths of so far underdeveloped per-

spective planning of education on the inter-

national and national scale (Kotásek, J., 

2003, pp. 9-18). 

In Poland in the new educational law, the 

implementation of educational and preven-

tive relations is, apart from training func-

tions, one of the basic training tasks at all 

levels. Upbringing is understood as "using 

a child in development towards full ma-

turity in the sphere of activity, emotional, 

intellectual, spiritual and social, strengthen-

ing and complementary through action in 

the field of prevention of problems of chil-

dren and adolescents (Łukjaniuk J., 2018, 

pp. 423-439). 

The purpose of education for civilization 

survival 

It is clear from the objectives of the global 

education that its main purpose is to be-

come the education of the future. Therefore, 

it searches the things fundamental for peo-

ple, prerequisites for their survival on the 

planet, the ability to solve global problems 

and the creation of a positive future (Ko-

tásek, J., 2003, pp. 9-18). In the framework 
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of global education, the emphasis is on vital 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes. It is pri-

marily a dynamic process directly develop-

ing and forming learner’s attitudes via ex-

periences. It is not an ordinary subject, but 

it “equips a learner with tools for discover-

ing oneself and the world.” (Kosová B., 

1996, p. 92). 

To conclude, if a school is considered to be 

not only a place where learners learn but a 

place where they live, the school has to ed-

ucate for life. The link between education 

and life becomes evident in acquired skills, 

capabilities needed for everyday life and 

also for solving future problems and thus 

for the survival of civilization.  

Man, technology, and education 

Man and technology 

The ever-increasing development of civili-

zation can also be seen in terms of technol-

ogy development. "Indeed, technology has 

always been part of civilization" and "has 

acted as a characteristic of social progress." 

(Duda E., 1986, p. 117). Throughout his-

tory, people must purposefully improve the 

way and conditions of their social life. 

"People's social consciousness is always 

determined by their social being, a way of 

practical liveliness." (Husen T., 1974). 

Each new generation adopts the technique 

of past periods, and at the same time this 

point is a stepping stone for technical pro-

gress and thus for solving other problems 

and tasks that have not been solved and By 

changing technology and adapting it to his 

needs, man embodies his universal creative 

abilities. Since the "pre-measures" the cre-

ative nature of man, he serves his self-real-

ization or the goal of human development 

(Cako A., 1999, p. 105). By creating new 

technology, people change themselves, but 

its important effect is to enrich knowledge 

about the processes, objects and phenom-

ena of outdoor nature, about nature itself, 

about social possibilities and needs. In a 

word, it is a great act of human intelligence, 

perseverance, and creativity. After all, man 

creates it not only to satisfy his material 

needs but also to reason, mind, will, and 

beauty. 

Technology and education 

The ever-increasing amount of technical, 

scientific and technological knowledge and 

the increasing dependence of everyday life 

on technology and new technologies make 

it necessary to respond to this phenomenon 

in the field of education. 

It is thus necessary and even necessary for 

people of different professions to provide 

technical education. The same is true espe-

cially for the young generation, who, 

through school, should develop technical 

creativity and develop a positive attitude to 

technology. School and education would 

thus have the effect of developing technical 

thinking and helping the younger genera-

tion to recognize the possibilities and direc-

tions of the development of new millen-

nium technologies. 

Education must therefore "provide enough 

space for modern, rapidly developing disci-

plines, such as electronics, information 

technology, and biotechnology, which al-

ready have a significant impact on our 

lives." (Cako A., 1999, p. 105). Indeed, if 

education does not lose its duties, which is 

to adequately prepare the individual for life 

in society now and in the future, it is neces-

sary that its content was focused on all fac-

tors of the modern world that globalization 

brings. So, in addition to the intercourse of 

different ethnicities and cultures, the envi-

ronmental threat is also new technologies or 

technology at all. 

Positives and negatives of the presence of 

technology in education 

As a result of the development of science 

and technology, it is understandable and 

even necessary to use it not only within ed-

ucational institutions but also outside them. 
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Especially computer technology in today's 

world plays an important role in streamlin-

ing and reviving educational processes. Alt-

hough the effects of globalization have 

made the computer and especially the Inter-

net a source of much information and a 

means of connecting and communicating 

with the world, the question of its undesira-

ble effects on personality development also 

arises. Rastislav Šoltéz also commented on 

this issue, when he says that even though a 

person obtains “a lot of information through 

a computer, those values that develop his 

human dimension of personality may fall 

into the background”. "Certainly working 

on the Internet" can help increase educa-

tion, but a great deal of knowledge does not 

mean a great personality development, es-

pecially if he lacks a healthy loving rela-

tionship "with his loved ones. Excessive 

time spent behind computer technology iso-

lates a person “in his room, attaching him 

to himself, and thus decreasing his commu-

nication with the people around him. Thus 

he becomes a being living in another world. 

" (Grécko-katolícke biskupstvo Prešov: 

Počítač a výchova v rodine, 2002). He cre-

ates his own world. Božena Baluchová re-

sponds similarly, pointing out the risk of a 

virtual world where, as a result of internet-

related anonymity, one more quickly for-

gets education, education and basic moral 

principles. It should be remembered that 

“there are millions of users in the Internet 

world. We should treat each other in such a 

way that we can peacefully coexist: We 

want to exchange information and various 

files, offer interesting solutions, discuss po-

litely and on the subject ... " (Baluchova B., 

2007, p. 18). 

Therefore, it should not be forgotten that 

although the rapid development of technol-

ogy offers a wealth of information and pos-

sibilities, "it is not possible to educate well 

without personal contact" (Luscoň J., 2004, 

p. 25).

 

Conclusions.  
 

Every person has a place and a mission in 

the world. In order to fulfill it and to benefit 

other people, we need to be aware of our 

possibilities and make full use of them. We 

are responsible for ourselves and each 

other. As long as we live in the world, we 

are to guide and enrich each other. 

Humanity has been experiencing a dynamic 

development process for millions of years. 

Many witnessed deceitful ideas, devastat-

ing thoughts, and ruinous deeds. For a cer-

tain period, we have an influence in the 

hands of us now living. Let us try to benefit 

from the resources that are offered to us and 

consciously the world towards positive pro-

gress. Indeed, improving technology, accel-

erating the effect, shortening distances and 

improving quality should help us keep the 

world a true face, backed up by a deeply hu-

man mind. It is a reliable resource for the 

implementation of modern plans for the de-

velopment of civilization. 

Global education is a very young concept of 

the teaching process. The general aim of 

global education is to prepare pupils and 

students for life in the 21st century. This 

can be realized by: 

1. Developing the global, the whole person-

ality of the pupil and student (the not only 

intellectual but also motivational, emo-

tional, voluntary and physical part of the 

pupil and student)  

2. Understanding the global nature of the 

world and the role of the pupil, student. The 

development of mass media makes the 

world a global village.  
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