Gebelein Archaeologi-
cal Project in 2019:
Northern necropolis
and the temple complex

Abstract: Continued archaeological surveys at two sites in the
Gebelein area, the Northern Necropolis and the temple complex,
have contributed new data for a better understanding of the
ancient remains. Geophysical anomalies detected in 2015 in
the western part of the Northern necropolis should now be
interpreted most probably as tombs with mud-brick walls.
Mounds of earth in the central part of the necropolis yielded
numerous artifacts dating from between the Nagada | and the
early Old Kingdom periods; they are likely to have been dumped
from a nearby settlement site, probably the ancient town of
Sumenu. Work in the temple complex was aimed at protecting
the structure made of inscribed mud-bricks dating from the
Twenty-first Dynasty.

Keywords: Gebelein, Early Dynastic Period, Old Kingdom, pottery,
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The Gebelein site in Upper Egypt has been investigated
from an archacological point of view for several seasons
now and the work in October 2019 was a continuation
of the research, focusing on two areas: the Northern ne-
cropolis and the northern part of the temple complex of
the ancient city of Per-Hathor. The following discussion
concentrates on surface finds of pottery and flint artifacts
from these areas.
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NORTHERN NECROPOLIS

An archeological survey in the Northern  cal methods in 2015 (Ejsmond et al. 2017:
Nccropolis [Aand Bin Fig. 1] covered the Fig. 4). The current survey indicated that
area that was prospected with geophysi— the anomaly in the northeastern corner
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Fig. 1. Location of fieldwork in October 2019: rocks indicated with Roman numerals; for division into
areas see Ejsmond et al. 2017: 241-243 (Base map J.M. Chyla, editing W. Ejsmond)
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of the southern area of the geophysical
prospection is most probably a tomb, be-
cause pottery, mud bricks, and a human
bone were found on the corresponding
ground surface. This place was explored
in the past, possibly plundered, judging
by the earth piled up around a depression
on the spot of the anomaly. Loose mud
bricks, measuring approximately 24 x 7.5
x 12 cm, were found at the location. The
plan of the tomb and its precise dating
can be established following further in-
vestigations.

Extraction of blocks of Esna shale
from the northern slope of the Western
Mountain of Gebelein in the second part
of the 20th century destroyed the central
part of the Northern Necropolis (Ejs-
mond et al. 2017: 247, Fig. 6), and in re-
cent years the area was used for dumping
trash. These piles of dark-brown alluvium
[in area B; see Fig. 1] contained modern
garbage (like plastic bags, glass bottles
etc.), animal bones, charcoals, limestone
chips, alongside ancient artifacts: Predy-
nastic, Early Dynastic and early Old King-
dom pottery, lithic tools (e.g., Predynastic
and Eariy Dynastic scrapers and knives),
slag from metal production, and small
pieces of corroded copper. These remains
come most probably from modern con-
struction activities in the nearby village of
el-Gharirah. Four of the artifacts are of
significancc: a Prcdynastic female figurinc,
a clay object in the shape of a penis, and
two picces of clay with impressions of Ear-
ly Dynastic and early Old Kingdom seals.

Numerous pottery fragments were
also sourced from these rubbish mounds.
Diagnostic pottery sherds, including
rims, bases and decorated body sherds,
were collected. Representative sherds
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were documented in detail, especially
the surface treatment of the vessels,
looking for potential minor regional
differences between pottery from the
Naqada I and the early Naqada II peri-
ods. Several pottery sherds from the late
Naqada II, III, and early Old Kingdom,
which dominated the assemblage, were
also examined. The following forms were
observed: bowls, beakers, jars, as well as a
miniature vessel [Figs 2, 3; Table 1]. Bread
molds are represented abundantly (not
illustrated here). Nagada I pottery in-
cludes bowls [Fig. 2:1-3] as well as jars
of Petric’s Black-topped wares (Petrie
1921) [Fig. 2:4]. Several sherds from the
Naqada Ito ear]y Naqada 11 periods rep-
resented Black-topped jars [Fig. 2:5] and
Polished-red jar types [Fig. 2:6]. Examp]cs
of sherds characteristic of the Naqada II
pcriod include Decorated-ware [Fig. 2:10).
Sherds from the late Naqada I to C:u'ly
Naqada 11 periods included an example
of Petrie’s Rough—ware bowl [Fig. 2:7] and
ajar [Fig. 2:8]. A miniature bowl [Fig. 2:9]
may also be of the same date. The figured
pottery, which is dated to the Naqada 111
pcriod onwards, is rnainiy made of marl
c]ay, that is, Petrie’s Late-ware: bowl
sherds [Fig. 3:175], jars [Fig. 3:679], as well
as carinated bowls resembling Petrie’s
L78 series (Petrie 1921: P LI) [Fig. 3:10-12].
A Meidum bowl of early Old Kingdorn
date was also collected [Fig. 3:13]. Bowls
with everted rim [Fig. 3:1], siightiy in-
curved rim [Fig. 3:2], slightly folded rim
[Fig. 3:3], and bowls with strip, vertical-
right diagonal burnishing on their inner
walls [Fig. 3:4—5], as well as jars, either
necked [Fig. 3:6—8] or Cy]indrical [Fig. 3:9],
can be dated to the early Nagada I1I pe-
riod. By contrast, carinated bowls from



the late Nagada III period may include an
incipient stage of the succeeding Meidum
bowl [Fig. 3:10—12]. Of these, Nos 10 and 11
have morphologica] characteristics dating
to carlier times, such as a well-developed
neck part and a deeper profile (Op de
Beeck 2004)." In addition, a body sherd
with decoration [Fig. 2:10] has edges that
were apparently reused for scraping or
smoothing; a number of sherds with such
reused edges was collected.

In terms of surface treatment, mainly
vertical-to-left diagonal fine burnishing is
observed on sherds representing Petric’s
Blnck—toppcd wares [Fig. 21, 3, 4] from the
Naqada 1 pcriod. Such directional simi-
larity of burnishing may indicate regional
manufacturing characteristics or potters’
prefércnces; quantitative observations are
required to resolve the issue. Morphologi-
cally, pottery from the first half of the
Naqada pcriod, Cspccially Naqada I, is
more or less varied by the major sites (see
Hartmann 2016; Hendrickx 1996; 2006),
thus regional variety is to be expected
not only with regard to vessel form but
also manufacturing technique, including
surface treatment. For sherds of‘Naqada
I11 date, horizontal burnishing after right
diagonal burnishing can be observed on
a bowl made of marl clay which corre-
sponds to Petrie’s L-Ware [see Fig. 3:5].
Avertical or diagonal burnishing of bowl
surfaces with hard tools started at the
end of the Naqada 11 period, and became
more common during Naqgada III times,
in Upper as well as Lower Egypt (e.g.,
Kopp 2006; Rzeuska 2017). It could in-

dicate rcgion:ﬂ pottery characteristics,

to be determined by a quantitative ex-
amination of these burnishing marks,
their application and direction. Exterior
scraping, which is common on Meidum
bowls (e.g., Doherty 2015: 102), was also
observed on sherds morphologically simi-
lar to Petrie’s L78a form from the North-
ern cemetery survey. Thus, the onset of
this common technique could be traced
back to the Naqada 11 pcriod. Another
general indicator of Meidum bowls, rill-
ing marks between the rim and carina-
tion, were observed on some sherds [see
Fig. 3:12-13]. Some of the sherds with rill-
ing marks can be dated to the Naqada 11
B-C pcriods [see Fig. 3:10—11] because thcy
are less straight than the above-described
bowls with carination. It could be due to
differences in rotation speed, but more
detailed and quantitative examination is
necessary to resolve the issue.

Numerous flint lithics were also col-
lected from the rubbish in the central
part of the Northern Necropolis, includ-
ing scrapers, sickle blades, an adze etc.
[Fig. 4]. The material represents a chrono-
logical time span from Naqada II to the
carly Old Kingdom.

Copper slag sourced from the rub-
bish mounds is tentatively dated to not
later than the Middle Kingdom [Fig. 5].
Finds of slag are frequent, previously be-
ing found also at the northeastern corner
of Rock T of the Western Mountain [C in
Fig. 1]. The location of these finds is tell-
ing, especially since past descriptions of
the site mention the remains of a settle-
ment site situated norch of the Northern
Necropolis and partly overlapping with

1 A carinated bowl corresponding with Petrie’s L78a was reported, for example, from Grave

219 at the West Cemetery of Adaima, dated to the Naqada ITIB period (Crubézy, Janin, and

Midane-Reynes 2002: 321).
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Table 1. Catalog of pottery sherds illustrated in Figs 2-3, dated mainly to the Nagada period,
but including also the Old Kingdom. Dia. = reconstructed diameter; H.pres. = preserved height;
W.pres. = preserved width; n/a = not applicable. Brackets in the relative chronology indicate the
possible earliest occurrence of the certain pottery type

Dull reddish brown clay, grey core. Nile silt, limestone
fragment, white grit, black grit. Red slip on exterior,
black-topped. Vertical-left diagonal burnish on exterior,
horizontal-slight right diagonal hand smooth on interior.
Well fired.

Grey clay, grey core. Nile silt, limestone fragment, mica.
Red slip on exterior, black-topped. Left diagonal and
horizontal hand smooth on exterior, horizontal hand
smooth on interior, two repairing-holes, inside very
abraded. Well fired.

1. Beaker (G19.SA/13)

Dia. n/a; H.pres. 70 mm(?)

Petrie typology: like the B25 series
Naqada | [Fig. 2:1]

2. Beaker (G19.5A/19)

Dia. 260 mm; H.pres. 67 mm
Petrie typology: like the B21 series
Naqada | [Fig. 2:2]

> Smooth =————= Burnishing —— > Scraping
[) Abradedpart SN Reused part I Decorated part [ ] Black-top part

Fig. 2. Surface collection of pottery sherds from the Naqada I to Il periods; exterior projected on the
left, interior on the right; for descriptions see Table T (University of Warsaw | drawing T. Kuronuma)
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3. Beaker (G19.SA/21)

Dia. 198 mm; H.pres. 57 mm
Petrie typology: like the B25 series
Nagada | [Fig. 2:3]

Grey clay, grey core. Nile silt, limestone fragment, white
grit, brown grit, mica. Red slip on exterior, black-topped.
Left diagonal-vertical and horizontal hand smooth on
exterior, horizontal hand smooth on interior. Well fired.

4. Neckless jar (G19.SA/22)

Dia. 122 mm; H.pres. 53 mm
Petrie typology: like the B57 series
Nagada | [Fig. 2:4]

Dull orange clay, dull reddish brown core. Nile silt, limestone
fragment, brown grit, mica. Red slip on exterior, partial

red wash on interior, black-topped. Left diagonal-vertical
and horizontal hand smooth on exterior, left-diagonal and
horizontal hand smooth on interior. Well fired.

5. Neckless jar (G19.5A/24)

Dia. 98 mm; H.pres. 34 mm

Petrie typology: like the B58 series
Nagada I-1IB [Fig. 2:5]

Greyish brown clay, grey core. Nile silt, limestone
fragment, white grit, straw and chaff temper. Red slip on
exterior, black-topped. Horizontal hand smooth on exterior,
horizontal hand smooth on interior. Well fired.

6. Jar (G19.SA/23)

Dia. 194 mm; H.pres. 48 mm
Petrie typology: like the P69 series
Naqada I-11B [Fig. 2:6]

Dull orange clay, yellowish grey core. Nile silt, limestone
fragment, grey fine grit, mica. Red slip on exterior and
interior. Horizontal after vertical hand smooth on exterior,
horizontal hand smooth on interior. Well fired.

7. Open bowl (G19.SA/7)

H.pres. 251 mm; W.pres. 46 mm
Petrie typology: like the R32 series
Nagada IIC-1lIA [Fig. 2:7]

Brown clay, dull reddish brown core. Nile silt, limestone
fragment, white grit, straw temper. Horizontal hand
smooth on exterior and interior. Medium fired.

8. Small necked jar (G19.SA/6)
Dia. 140 mm; H.pres. 49 mm
Petrie typology: like the R69 series
Naqada IIC-IIA [Fig. 2:8]

Dull reddish orange clay, grey core. Nile silt, limestone
fragment, white grit, grey grit, straw temper. Horizontal
hand smooth on exterior and interior. Medium fired.

9. Miniature bowl (G19.SA/25)
Dia. 69 mm; H.pres. 22 mm

Petrie typology: like the R3 series(?), for

example; Nagada IIC-1ID(?) [Fig. 2:9]

Dull brown-orange clay, dull orange core. Nile silt,
limestone fragment, white grit, mica. Horizontal-left
diagonal hand smooth on exterior and interior. Well fired.

10. Necked jar, body with decoration

(G19.SA/40)

Dia. 74.5 mm; H.pres. 62.5 mm
Petrie typology: D27 (or 20) series
Nagada IIC-11D(?) [Fig. 2:10]

Bright reddish brown clay, grey core. Marl clay, limestone
fragment, grey sand. Greyish red decoration (2 sets of

4 vertical wavy lines) on exterior. Horizontal-left diagonal
hand smooth on exterior and interior. Well fired.

11. Open bowl, everted rim
(G19.SA/15)
Dia. 312 mm; H.pres. 32 mm

Petrie typology: like L7a or L7c series

Nagada (1ID)-1I1A-B(?) [Fig. 3:1]

Dull yellow orange clay, greyish brown core. Marl clay,
limestone fragment, blue pebble, grog. Red slip on exterior
and interior, horizontal hand smooth on exterior and
interior. Well fired.

12. Open bowl, folded rim (G19.SA/5)

Dia. 228 mm; H.pres. 37 mm
Petrie typology: like the L7 series
Nagada (IID)-11IA-B [Fig. 3:2]

Dull orange clay, orange core. Marl clay, calcite fragment,
black grit, grog, brown-red slip on exterior and interior,
horizontal hand smooth on exterior and interior. Well fired.

13. Bowl, incurved rim (G19.SA/9)
Dia. 222 mm; H.pres. 43 mm
Petrie typology: like the L16 series
Nagada (IID)-11IA-B(?) [Fig. 3:3]

Dull yellow orange clay, reddish-brown core. Marl clay,
limestone fragment, blue grit, brown grit. Red slip on
exterior and interior. Horizontal hand smooth on exterior
and interior. Well fired.
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14. Bowl, burnishing on interior wall
(G19.5A/36)

Dia. 204 mm; H.pres. 57.5 mm
Petrie typology: like the L17 series
Nagada (IIC)-IIIA(?) [Fig. 3:4]

Orange clay, dull orange core. Marl clay, limestone
fragment, grey grit, brown sand. Partial left diagonal
scraping after horizontal hand smooth on exterior, vertical-
right diagonal burnish after horizontal hand-smooth on
interior. Well fired.

15. Bowl, burnishing on exterior and
interior wall (G19.SA/42)

Dia. 207 mm; H.pres. 34 mm

Petrie typology: like the L16 series
Nagada (IIC)-IlIA(?) [Fig. 3:5]

Orange clay, greenish grey core. Marl clay, grey-blue

grit, grey grog. Red slip on exteriror. Horizontal burnish
below rim after horizontal hand smooth on exterior, right
diagonal burnish after horizontal hand-smooth on interior.
Well fired.

16. Necked jar (G19.SA/4)

Dia. 98 mm; H.pres. 47 mm

Petrie typology: like the L53 series
Nagada IlIA-B [Fig. 3:6]

Dull orange clay, dull orange core. Marl clay, limestone
fragment. Red-brown slip on exterior. Vertical hand smooth
after horizontal hand smooth on exterior, horizontal hand
smooth after slight vertical hand smooth on interior. Well
fired.

17. Necked jar (G19.SA/14)

Dia. 92 mm; H.pres. 57 mm

Petrie typology: like the L36(?) series
Nagada (IID)-111A-B(?) [Fig. 3:7]

Dull yellow orange clay, orange core. Marl clay, limestone
fragment, grey pebble, grit. Red slip on exterior, partial

red slip on interior. Horizontal hand smooth with partial
subsequent left diagonal scraping on exterior, horizontal
and partial left diagonal hand smooth on interior. Well fired.

18. Necked jar (G19.S5A/10)

Dia. 122 mm; H.pres. 32 mm
Petrie typology: like the L53 series
Nagada IlIA-B(?) [Fig. 3:8]

Dull orange-reddish brown clay, grey core. Marl clay,
limestone fragment. Red slip on exterior and interior.
Horizontal scraping on exterior, horizontal hand smooth
on interior. Well fired.

19. Cylindrical jar (G19.SA/33)
Dia. 95 mm; H.pres. 55.5 mm
Petrie typology: like the L57 series
Nagada (IID)-1IB [Fig. 3:9]

Orange clay, orange core. Marl clay, limestone fragment,
grog, mica. Red slip on exterior and interior. Vertical
scraping and partial horizontal smooth below rim on
exterior, horizontal hand smooth on interior. Well fired.

20. Carinated bowl (G19.SA/1)

Dia. 184 mm; H.pres. 65 mm

Petrie typology: like the L78a series
Nagada IlIB-11IC(?) [Fig. 3:10]

Orange clay, dull brown core. Marl clay, limestone
fragment, black grit. Red slip on exterior and interior.
Horizontal smooth by low-speed rotation on exterior and
interior. Well fired.

21. Carinated bowl (G19.SA/16)
Dia. n/a; H.pres. 72 mm

Petrie typology: like the L78a series
Nagada IIIB-1IIC(?) [Fig. 3:71]

Orange clay, dull yellow orange core. Marl clay, limestone
fragment, black grit. Red slip on exterior and interior.
Horizontal-left diagonal scraping after horizontal smooth
by low-speed rotation on exterior, horizontal smooth by
low-speed rotation with partial left diagonal scraping on
interior. Well fired.

22. Carinated bowl (G19.SA/41)
Dia. 195 mm; H.pres. 38 mm

Petrie typology: like the L78a series
but later(?)

“Nagada I1ID(?) / Old Kingdom(?)”
[Fig. 3:12)

Dull orange clay, orange core. Marl clay, limestone
fragment, grey grit, blue grit. Red slip on exterior and
interior. Horizontal-left diagonal scraping after horizontal
smooth by low-speed rotation on exterior. Horizontal
smooth by low-speed rotation on interior. Well fired.

23. Meidum bowl(?) (G19.5A/2)
Dia. 198 mm; H.pres. 36 mm
0ld Kingdom [Fig. 3:13]

Orange clay, orange core. Marl clay, limestone fragment,
black grit. Red slip on exterior and interior. Horizontal
smooth by low-speed rotation on exterior, partial right
diagonal scraping after horizontal smooth by low-speed
rotation on interior. Well fired.
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Nos 9, 10, 11
breaks in
profile indicate
an extended
measurement

Fig. 3. Surface collection of pottery sherds from the Nagada Il period to the early Old Kingdom; ex-
terior projected on the left, interior on the right; key in Fig. 2; for descriptions see Table T (University
of Warsaw | drawing T. Kuronuma)
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Fig. 4. Selection of lithic implements: A, B - bifacial knives, C, D - scrapers, E - bifacial knife frag-
ment, F - adze (University of Warsaw | photo P. Witkowski)
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the cemetery. Previous investigators re-
ported a sectlement “of which a stracum
of ash remains” (Schiaparelli 1921: 127-
128; Donadoni Roveri 1990: 23). Further
details were presented in an unpublished
report: “the accumulation being the out-
come of frequent fires, layers of mixed
ash formed over the centuries and de-
posits of straw and charcoal of varying

thickness, reaching a considerable height
in some places. This compact deposit of
plant debris, charcoal and ash covers
the slopes of the hills [probably Rocks I
and V] next to the cultivated land over
a considerable area” (Schiaparelli 1920;
translation W. Ejsmond). Virginio Rosa
mentioned an accumulation of soil rich
in ash, from 1 m to 3 m thick, around

1|0 cm

Fig. 5. Selection of copper slag from the trash in the Northern necropolis (University of Warsaw |

photo P. Witkowski)
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the northeastern corner of Rock I, in
front of the villages of el-Gharirah and
Abu Humus. He recognized an upper
laycr consisting of sand and ﬁ'agmcnts
of limestone,” 2 middle layer consisting
of more or less black ash, and a layer at
the bottom, which was a thin layer of ash
and soil spread over the bedrock. Flint
artifacts and burials (sometimes in pots)
were rcportcd in this dcposit (Rosa 1911:
25—26, 49). Schiaparelli (1914) mentioned
in a letter that the settlement related to
this accumulation dates from the Pre-
dynastic Period to the Third Dynasty
(Ugliano 2016: 186). This corresponds
with the dating of the artifacts from the
rubbish mound. Based on this informa-
tion, the settlement site in question is
speculatively identified with the Pre- and
Early Dynastic town of Sumenu (for its
location, other sources and references,

see Ejsmond 2018: 398-399). Schiaparelli
also observed that the structures forming
the site were made of‘pcrishablc materi-
als. He also mentioned that its location
moved from the low desert in the direc-
tion of the alluvial plain. Schiaparelli
dated the settlement located in the low
desert to Predynastic times, while the
one closer to the Nile to the Early Dy-
nastic pcriod (Schiapnrcﬂi 1921: 127-128;
Ugliano 2016: 187).

A set of five papyri, dated to the
Fourth or Fifth Dynasty and sourced from
the northern part of Rock I, mentions
metalworkers in the region (Posener-
Kri¢ger 2004: 15 and 20). It may be specu-
lated that the large quantities of ash re-
sulted from metal production in the area,
which would mean that the settlement
north of Gebelein continued to exist in
the Old Kingdom period.

PROTECTION WORK IN THE AREA OF THE TEMPLE
IN PER-HATHOR

Upon the request of the Inspectorate of
Antiquities in Esna, protection work
was undertaken in the area of a tem-
ple located in the northern part of the
Eastern Mountain of Gebelein [D in
Fig. 1]. A concentration of mud bricks
with impressions of secals featuring the
names of the Theban High Priest of
Amun from the Twenty—ﬁrst Dynasty,
Menkheperre, and his wife, Isetemheb,
is found there (Ejsmond, Wieczorek, and
Wieczorek 2018: 238). The concentration
was covered with large sheets of cotton
textile and settled in placc with a laycr

of gravcl [Fig. 6 top]. The gravcl came
from a nearby rock-shelf. The modern
character of this accumulation was at-
tested by plastic objects, cigarette boxes,
modern chisels etc. found in it. During
the work, two small fragments of deco-
rated sandstone blocks were found south
of the mud brick concentration.
Drilling holes discovered in the area
from where the gravel was sourced [Fig. 6
bottom] are proof of modern stone ex-
traction activities, indicating that the
rock-shelf could have looked differently

when pcoplc left che inscriptions on the

2 The cutting of tombs locally and their plunder in later times could have resulted in this stone

waste.
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Fig. 6. Northern part of the Eastern Mountain with a concentration of mud bricks with impressions
of seals: top, protecting the mud bricks with textile and a layer of gravel; bottom, the shelf after
cleaning (University of Warsaw | photo 0.P. Rochecouste)

25



rock wall here (Wieczorek forthcoming).
A bronze coin of Prolemy IV was recov-
ered from under the gravcl.3 Eight blue

faience beads, remains of a reed baskert,
a copper carring(?), and pottery were also
found in the accumulation of the gravcl.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

The mounds of ‘trash’ in the Northern
Necropolis, which the Project team fo-
cused on this season (only a small part
was Cxplorcd in 2()19), can yicld new
data about a local settlement that has
not and probably never will be investi-
gated because of the modern village of
cl-Gharirah standing on the site today.
Assuming that the settlement site in the
northern part of Gebelein is identified
with Sumenu, its location after the early
Old Kingdom is puzzling to say the least.
Figurines of a woman and of a penis,
fertility images in general, can be found
in houses, burials, and temples (Pinch
1993: 211—225). Seal impressions could
indicate some administrative activities
in the area.

Numerous and diverse pottery
sherds and lichic implements were ex-
amined from the perspective of a search
for rcgiona] m:mufacturing traditions.
The pottery can be dated from the
Nagada I period onwards, suggesting
a possible diachronic continuation of
activities throughout the Predynastic
and Early Dynastic periods. However, it
should be emphasized that the context
in this case is not safe and secure, and
the finds cannot be incorporated into
their original source. Thus, the conclu-

sions from this preliminary scudy are
rather broad, regarding the Gebelein
area in general and serving possibly as
a starting point for further discussion
of the regional characteristics of the lo-
cal material culture. To build a sound
model of materialist regionality, surveys
or excavations of primary archeologi-
cal contexts and artifact collections are
rcquircd. Further collection ofpottcry
from the site is also needed to add
weight to the preliminary conclusions
concerning regional pottery characteris-
tics. A closer observation of the fabrics,
including petrographic analyses, should
also be performed.

The large quantities of ash and cop-
per slag in the settlement area are an in-
dication of metal production on a large
scale. Thus, it would be worthwhile to
study the production and administra-
tive signiﬁcancc of Gebelein based on
Old Kingdom administrative papyri
(Posener-Kriéger 2004), the large tcombs
discovered in the Northern Necropolis
(Ejsmond, Skalec, and Chyla 2020), and
current finds.

Further testing of the mapped geo-
physica] anomalies in the western part
of the Northern Necropolis is also es-
sential.

3 Bronze triobol, Alexandria ming; series 5C, probably before 220/19 BC; obv. horned head
of Zeus-Ammon r., rev. ITOAEMAIOY on L., BAXIAEQY on r., eagle with closed wings

standing on thunderbolt 1., cornucopiae bound with royal diadem in 1. field, Al between

cagle’s legs. References: CPE L2, B494 (CPE 1.2 = Lorber 2018: 124). The authors would like to

thank Piotr Jaworski (University of Warsaw) for his expertise.
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